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Volunteer Spotlight: Roger Greene
  If you have a conversation with Roger Greene, Family Support Services 
volunteer, you will undoubtedly hear about his family and faith. Those 
values are at the core of who he is and helped sustain him through his 
son’s spinal cord injury and rehabilitation at Shepherd Center. 
  Born in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, as the middle of three boys, Roger 
grew up in a very large extended family that was rooted in church and 
service. His maternal grandmother had 11 children, most of whom grew 
up and settled in the same area, so Roger grew up alongside more than 
30 first cousins, each being taught that God and family were central to a 
complete life. Roger participated in worship each week and sang in the 
choir in his home church where his relatives sang with him and/or filled a 
lot of the pews. Year after year, when any family member had problems, 
the rest of the extended family stepped in to help in any way possible. 
Together, they have celebrated life’s victories and leaned on each other 
through the hard times.
  Roger’s father was in the Army, so Roger knew from an early age that 
he wanted to serve in the military, too. After graduating from high school 
and then attending college to learn computer programming, he enlisted in the Army for his career. He first trained in Okla-
homa, and over the years, he was moved around to multiple bases in Colorado and Georgia. The day came when his skills 
were needed overseas, and he was deployed to Afghanistan. The things he loved most about the Army – discipline, struc-
ture, team work, organization, camaraderie – served him well during his deployment, and he was glad to return to Georgia 
safe and sound. 
  In 2014, Roger’s life was turned upside down as his younger son Daquarius (called “Q”) sustained a spinal cord injury as the 
distracted driver in a motor vehicle accident two weeks before his high school graduation. Q was transferred to Shepherd 
Center from Grady Memorial Hospital for the best possible outcome through rehabilitation. Every day for months, Roger 
would drive after work from Dobbins Air Reserve Base in Marietta to Shepherd Center in Buckhead to give Q’s mother a 
rest, then stay by his son’s side until midnight. He would then drive home to McDonough, sleep for a few hours, then get up 
and go to work at Dobbins and start the daily cycle again. Roger vividly remembers the stress of his own journey as a family 
member here, witnessing his son’s hardship. Today, he feels very blessed that Q, who still has some paralysis on his left side, 
is not only walking and driving, but also working and is enrolled at Georgia State University.
  After retiring as a Sergeant Major from the Army in 2017, Roger wanted to invest his time in the place that did so much for 
his son. “During Q’s rehab, I fell in love with Shepherd Center. It had such a family-oriented environment! The staff, the care 
they gave him, the atmosphere – I was blown away. I then understood why Shepherd is number one!”
  While his son later chose to give back to Shepherd by publicly speaking to young people through our injury prevention 
program, Roger chose to come volunteer on site. First, he served as a gym runner in the therapy gyms and enjoyed both 
watching our staff work with the patients and patients graduations that marked the completion their inpatient program. 
Next, he switched to helping in Family Support Services by driving the family members of patients on errands close to our 
Center, which he continues to do today. “Most riders volunteer their stories as we ride together, and I try to be understand-
ing and give them encouraging words,” Roger shares. It is fulfilling to him to use his own experience as the family member 
of an inpatient to now encourage and uplift someone walking the same path.
  “Frequently when I schedule Roger to drive a family member on an errand, that family member will come back to see me 
just to tell me what a sweet, kind person Roger is,” says Gale Eckstein, Family Support Services coordinator. “Both he and his 
son have chosen to use their hard experiences in life to benefit others, a true sign of their kind hearts and humility.” 
  We thank Roger for both his service to our country, and for living out his faith by assisting our patients’ family members.

Above: Roger Greene enjoys volunteering at Shepherd 
Center in his role as a Family Driver.
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Shop and Share 
coming in September

We are excited that Lilly 
Pulitzer will be hosting another Shop 
& Share for the Auxiliary on 
September 28 with treats, drinks and 
shopping! A portion of the proceeds 
will go to our Patient Aid Fund. 

Dear Auxiliary Members, 
  I hope everyone had a wonderful July 4, and that you had time to reflect on what a great country we have and 
all the people who have sacrificed for our freedom. It’s truly a blessing!
  August brings more HOT weather, the beginning of school, Labor Day and for the Auxiliary, the Summer Cocktail 
Soiree. We are so honored that Melinda and David Dabbiere have graciously agreed to host our 3rd annual party. 
Linda Morris and Jade Slover have been working diligently on the details of this wonderful evening. Kathie Ney-
man and Catherine Churchill have been gathering some spectacular items for the silent auction! Elizabeth Cooper 
and Kaye Jones led a very successful addressing, stuffing and mailing session for the beautiful invitations.
  We look forward to seeing you all at the Summer Soiree. Please bring any friends, neighbors or colleagues that 
you would like to introduce to Shepherd Center’s Auxiliary. This is the perfect opportunity to show them what a 
fun and dedicated group we are.
  Have a fun and safe rest of your summer!

With a grateful heart,

Anne
Anne Worrell
anne.p.worrell@gmail.com

Summer Soiree 
Saturday, August 24

This year’s Summer Soiree will be held 
at the home of Melinda and David 

Dabbiere. Please join us for cocktails, 
delicious food and a silent auction!

BINGO 
for Patients and 

Families!

Come join us for patient BINGO 
Saturday, August 10 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
All kinds of prizes needed! Watch 
your email for the link to sign-up. 
Please contact Karen Martin 
(kjmartin80@bellsouth.net) or Jeannie 
Worlock (wsingingj@aol.com) with 
any questions.

Sunshine Committee 
September 17, 2019

Come help the Sunshine 
Committee make fall 
goodie bags for patients. Join us on 
Tuesday, September 17 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Atrium located on the 7th 
floor of the Marcus Woodruff build-
ing at Shepherd Center!



Winners Announced for 2019’s Historic Shepherd Center 
AJC Peachtree Road Race Wheelchair Division

  Thousands of spectators turned out on July 4 to watch 
this year’s historic Shepherd Center AJC Peachtree Road 
Race Wheelchair Division. The 38th annual 10K race drew 
59 wheelchair athletes from eight countries.
  This year, Manuela Schär, 33, of Switzerland, won the 
women’s open division with a first-place finishing time 
of 21:28.00. This is Schär's first win. In the men’s open, 
Daniel Romanchuk, 20, of Champaign, Illinois, took the 
crown to win with a finishing time of 18.11:00. It was his 
third win.
  Both Schär and Romanchuk broke course records, trig-
gering a $50,000 bonus for each in addition to prize mon-
ey. It is the first time that wheelchair and runners earned 
the same amount – and one of adaptive sports’ most 
powerful statements for equality.
  "This is a historic year for the AJC Peachtree Road Race,” 
says Rebecca Washburn, MS, manager of Shepherd Cen-
ter’s Beyond Therapy® and wellness programs. “The $50,000 in bonus prizes is the highest amount for a single 
event in wheelchair racing, and it sets a precedent for equality among the elite runners and wheelchair athletes."

 The 6.2-mile competition began on Lenox Road in the 
heart of Buckhead, Atlanta’s shopping district, and fol-
lowed Peachtree Road for six miles before slicing through 
the heart of Midtown to the finish line at 10th Street and 
Piedmont Park. The race is the one of the largest and 
fastest wheelchair 10Ks in the country.
  The top finishers in each division received peach-shaped 
crystalline trophies in a ceremony following the race. 
Then, racers attended a post-race brunch at Shepherd 
Center.
  The Atlanta Track Club was the platinum sponsor of the 
event, and MARTA was the silver sponsor. Other donors 
included JW Marriott Atlanta Buckhead, the Kyle Pease 
Foundation and Halls Atlanta Flowers. Sponsors provided 
pre-and post-race brunches, defrayed travel and lodging 
expenses for racers and awarded cash prizes to winners.     

A complete list of Wheelchair Division winners and more race information is available at atlantatrackclub.org.

Above (l-r): The top three winners of the women’s open divi-
sion celebrate their success with Jamie Shepherd, chief operat-
ing officer of Shepherd Center, after the Shepherd Center AJC 
Peachtree Road Race Wheelchair Division Photo by Phil Skinner.

Above: Manuela Schar crosses the finish line at the Shepherd 
Center AJC Peachtree Road Race. Photo by Phil Skinner.

Above (l-r): The top three winners of the men’s open division 
celebrate their success with Jamie Shepherd, chief operat-
ing officer of Shepherd Center, after the Shepherd Center AJC 
Peachtree Road Race Wheelchair Division. Photo by Phil Skinner.

Above: Daniel Romanchuk crosses the finish line at the 
Shepherd Center AJC Peachtree Road Race. Photo by Phil 
Skinner.
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Membership in the Shepherd Center Auxiliary, Peach Corps, and 
Junior Committee is open to all volunteers. Members provide 
ongoing fundraising and volunteer support to Shepherd Center.  
For more information on becoming a member of one of these 
groups, contact Alex Seblatnigg at (404) 350-7315 or visit 
www.shepherd.org.
Shepherd Center’s mission is to help people with a temporary or 
permanent disability caused by injury or disease rebuild their lives 
with hope, independence, and dignity, advocating for their full 
inclusion in all aspects of community life while promoting safety 
and injury prevention.
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Right (l-r): Donaco 
Medical employees 
Holly Cothran-Drake 
and Cody Kisner 
enjoy serving Chris 
Clement during 
a snack and treat 
event hosted by the 
company.

Right: The Shepherd Strikers power soccer team and 
coaches pose for a photo with their medals and trophy 
after winning third place in the national competition of 
the founder’s division of the United States Power Soccer 
Association.

Above (l-r): Anne Muller recently volunteered at a 
Shepherd Center sponsored American Red Cross blood 
drive.


